L |

ARTICLE APPEARED

ON PAGE / :

G
ord leiter |
o Moscow
evealed - |

Washington (AP) — Presi-
t Ford sent a personal ap-
1to Leonid L Brezhnev urg-
that the Soviet Union cur-
its microwave bombard-
at of the United States Em-
sy in Moscow, according to
ator Robert Dole (R., Kan).
Jenator Dole said he was-
} of the President's letter
ing a closed-door briefing on
Moscow radiation problem,
Helmut Sonnenfeldt, one of
closest associates of Henry
Kissinger, the Secretary of

e
Tollowing the Ford letter
U.S. diplomatic efforts to
rest the radiation, as well as
ambassy staff meeting that
to widespread publicity, the
sians reduced the micro-
re-power levels. However,
7 have refused to cease the
bardment completely.
A White House spokesman,
n G. Carlson, said there
e been US.-Soviet contacts
‘e radiation issue at various
asls, and “there has been
amunication — correspond-
e—between the President
{ Mr. Brezhnev.” He declined
rive further details.
The radiation problem has
sed concern among current.
| former American person--
at the Moscow Embassy
: long-term exposure to the .

-Jevel microwaves might re<
.in adverse health or behav-
il effects. S B
3enator Dole, who had criti-
»d US. handling of the mi-,
wave affair, said in an inter-
w that Mr. Sonnenfeldt ap-
eotly jmentioned the Ford
er—dispatched about seven

nths ago—to impress upon

senator that “we weren't |
ing this Lightly:* . o
He said bt was nft told the- |
«cific wordinig of the letter or

at, if any, responsk there i

s from Mr. Brezhnew. -
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Disclosure of the Ford-
Brezhnev letter marks the first
confirmation that the embassy -

radiation question. has been .

_considered serious enough'-to
' require personal attention at
the highest level of U.S.-Soviet
relations. - . _

An aide to Senator Dole who
was present during the sena-
tor’s closed-door briefing with
Mr. Sonnenfeldt said the Ford
letter to Mr. Brezhnev evident.
ly had been sent in December,
'1975,0r January of thisyear.

The aide, Claude Alexander, ;
said Mr. Sonnenfeldt explained
that President Ford “had writ-
ten a personal letter to Brezh-
pev to make a personal appeal
! that these [U.S. Embassy per-
‘sonnel being irradiated in
Moscow) are our employees—in
effect, ‘What the hell are you
tryingtodo?’” - - -

According “to a classified’
State Department document
made available to the Associat- |
ed Press, U.S. concern over the
Soviet microwaves—first de-]
tected in the early 1960's—in-
creased in October, 1975, when
the radiation began focusing on
the embassy from two different
directions. .

" From October through Janu-
ary, - the document’ said, the
United States was “making rep-|
resentations” to the Soviet gov-
ernment while preparing to-in-
stall protective screens on. the
building’s windows. Embassy
employees were finally briefed
about the radiation in early
February. - S
. The Sonnenfeldt briefing and

the Wiilte House spokesman's
comments left unclear whether
Mr. Ford's initial letter to Mr.
Brezhnev was followed up by
furthec high-level exchanges.

The State Department has
denied that any U.S. conces
sions were made in return for,
reducing of the radiation by th
Soviet Union. “There is no qu
tion of a concession,” a depart-
ment spokesman, Robert Fun-
seth, told reporters earlier this
month. .

Knowledgable US. sources
say the searchlight-like Soviet
microwave beams are intended

to foil _American electronic
snooping devices on the roof of
the 10-story embassy. :

Over the 15-year history of
the radiation problem-—while
its existence was a tightly held
secret—the issue reportedly
was raised by staif officials
during the 1967 Glassboro
(N.J.) summit meeting between
President Lyndon B. Johnson!
and Soviet Premier Alexei N.
Kosygin. - o

During recent months, the
State Department has said the!
microwave situation figured in
discussions bétween Mr. Kissin-
ger and Anatoly A. Dobrynin,
"Soviet ambassador to Washing-
ton. . !
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